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To THE 


Sir STEPHEN FOX, Kt. 


Honoured Sir, 


Had not Partiality enough to think this Diſ- 


my ſelf, that I am under a Patron who under- 


| ſtands and purſues his trueſt Intereſt, viz. to do 


Juſtice, to love Mercy, and to walk Hum- 
bly with your God. When I conſider thoſe 
ge A2 Flaithful 


J courſe worthy the Publick Viem; but when I 
was perſmaded to Print it, I thought it a fit Op- 
portunity to expreſs my Gratitude to the Beſt of Pa- 
trons ; for I muſt acknowledge it publickly, (and, 
beſides my Prayers, it is all the Recompence I can 
make you,) that I owe my Support and Happy Re- 
tirement to your Bounty, beſides thoſe Collateral 
Fawours which I have received from your Faithful 
and Good Steward, Mr. Smith. t is not only 
a Bl: ſing from Heaven, but a great Complacency to 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 
faithful Services which you have performed for b. 
Royal Family, when they were under a great F. 
clipſe, your punctual Fuſtice towards all Men: And 
when I lately ſaw that Munificent Ptochotro. 
phium which you hade Built, and amply Fn. 
dowed, and the Parochial Church near it, which 
vou Rebuilt wholly at your own Expence: Why 
it is known how many For Families and Sing 
Perſons are ſuſtained by your Yearly Penſtons : The 
ſeveral Churches which you have Endowed ani 

 Adorned, eſpecially your Generous Offering of Cim- 
maunion Plate, and Adornin 
Church wherein I Officiate : Theſe Pious and Char: 
table Works not only demonſtrate the Energy of yu 
Faith, but alſo make it evident to the World that 
| you are the greateſt Example of Piety and Chari! 
_ that ſeveral Centuries have produced. There ar! 
fome Caſes wherein our Charity muſt be ſo ſecri 
that our Left Hand muſt not know what our Rigit 
Hand doth; 1. e. when there is Danger of Hani 
ty and Oſtentation in the doing of our Alms; out 
when the Honour of God and Religion 1s concerned, 
then let your Light ſo ſhine before Men, 


that they may ſee your Good Works, and 


Glorifie your Father which is in Heaven, 
Matth. 15.16, Where Men do Excellent ans 
Praiſe-worthy Things for Great and Good Ends, » 


the Chancel of that if 


i 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory: 


is the general Concernment of Religion, and the 


Glary of God, not to have ſuch Things kept from the 
Knowledge of the World, For herein ( ſaith our 
Saviour) is my Father Glorified, that ye 


U 


tell us, 15 


Deus eſt Mortali Juvare Mortalem, atqʒ hac eſt, 
Ad Eternitatem via. Heneca. 


Foundation, ſhould ſupport Good Works, is attack d 


Men, who have ſo far advanc'd the Common Humane 


of the Goſpel which has brought us out of the 
| Darkneſs of Error to the Light of Truth, and con- 
verted us from the Power of Satan unto God? What 


by which Men have learnt to argue themſelves and 
thers out of their Creed. "Twas once the Glory 
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bear much Fruit, ſo ſnall ye be my Diſci- 
| ples, Fohn 15. 8. Nay, a Learned Heathen can 


Bit aw, als; car Holy Faith, which; like e 


| by every Opiniator; and by a Toleration of a mon- 
| ſtrous Superfetation of Errors, we are in Danger of 
being reduced back to a State of Heatheniſm again. 
And here what Terms of Wonder, or of Grief, can be 
hanificant enough 0 expreſs, or to bewatl, fo ſtrange, 


| jo perverſe, a Degeneration, when we ſee a Set of 


Pravity, as to deny the Lord that Bought them, 
and endeavour to extinguiſh that Glorious Light 


elſe can be the Deſign of all that deep Reaſoning 


and 


Tube Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
and Triumph of Chriſtianity that it Alenc'd all the 
| Heathen Oracles; but now theſe Rational Enqui. 
rers into Truth, (as they ſtile themſelves, ) exalt 
the Oracle of their Reaſon above all that is called 
Goa; but indeed they deal by this Oracle, as may 
of the Heathen Prieſts did by theirs, prompt it by 
a ſecret Whiſper to ſpeak what they pleaſe. The 
Ancient Deiſts, ſuch as Hierocles, Porphyry, 
and Lucian, were modeſt in their Re proaches 
Chriſtianity, whilſt the Modern with a Gigantich 
Inſolence Attack Heaven itſelf, and Deny the Ex. 
iſtence of the Second and Third Perſonof the Ane- 
ful Bleſſed Trinity. And becauſe Deiſm is the 
natural Spawn of Socinianiſm, I ſhall trace that 
Hereſie down from its Original; that if this Diſ- 
courſe ſhall chance to fall into the Hands of ſuch 
Apoſtates, they may ſee their Error as plainly as 
they may read their Doom in Heb. 6. 5, 6. where 
the Apsſtle ſays, It is impoſſible for thoſe who 
were once Enlightened, and have Taſted of 
the Heavenly Gift, and were Partakers of 
the Holy Ghoſt, and have Taſted the Good 
Word of God, and the Powers of the World 
to come, if they ſhall fall away, to re- 
new them again to Repentance, ſeeing they 
Crucihie to themſelves the Son of God afreſh, 
and put him to an open Same. 22 


I) be Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
And he gives the Reaſon of this ſeuere Doom in 
Chap. 10. Verſe 26, 27, of the ſame Epiſtle ; 
For if we Sin wilfully, after that we have 
received the Knowledge of the Truth, there 
remains no more Sacrifice for Sins, but a 
certain fearful looking for of Judgment, 
which ſhall devour the Adverſaries 
| It is natural for Vice to deprave the Judgment, 
and a Vicious Life to corrupt the Underſtanding, 
| which is the plain Reaſon why theſe Men do obwiate 
the Dictates of Conſcience, and preclude the Terrors 
of a Future Judgment; and then the Sin grows 
| greater, the Heart falſer, and the Devil ſtronger, ' 
| and God more irreconcilable , and I tremble to think 1 
if the diſmal Cataſtrophe of ſuch Perſons. Tis part 
| of my private Litany, that the Great Lover of Souls 
would be pleaſed to grant, that all ſuch as have been 
Baptized into Chriſt, our Holy Redeemer, may ſeri- 
| cuſly weigh, and induſtriouſly anſwer, the Obligations 
F their Holy Calling; that they would meaſure the | 
Precepts of the Goſpel by the Rules of Right Reaſon, f 
and an Illuminated Conſcience, according to the Ana- 
bgy of Faith once delivered to the Saints. ” 
Sir, Since God Almighty has rais'd you up to be 
« Bright Example of True Chriſtian Piety, and lin- 
parallel d Charity to this preſent Age, ſo it is evident 
that the ſame Divine Providence has enlarged your 
| EY F amily, 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Family, on purpoſe that they may receive the Happy 
Returns of your Bounty and Good Works 5 and that 
he may ſhower down upon your Poſterity bis Bleſſings 
to many and many Generations. Which is the De. 
dont Prayer of 


Your moſt Humble 
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1 TIM. iii. 9. 
Holding the Myſtery of Faith in a Pare Conſcience. 
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HA Truth was Obſcure, and Falſhoods Specious, 
and Opinions Endleſs, and the Mind of Man in theſe 
Circumſtances could find no Reſt, becauſe Suſpence 
of Judgment was Anxious, and Aſſent did almoſt in- 
evitably betray unto Miſtake; this was the Sad and Juſt Com- 

plaint of the Heathen World, who by God's Dereliction had loſt 
their Way, and the Glimmerings of Nature were roo faint to re- 

duce them from their Wandrings. But what Complaint muſt 

Chriſtians Commence, who grope and wander under the Con- 

duct of Divine Revelation, and have made the Dictates of Hea: 
ven Matter of as many Sects and Conteſts, as the other ever 

Founded upon the Problems of Reaſon. We cannot now, (un- 
leſs we will Calumniate God, who has fo far condeſcended to 
Inſtruct us,) we cannot complain of Ignorance, but Perfidiouſneſs; 
not of want of a Guide, but Defection from him. Indeed the 

HY Cd CE Heathens 
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2 The Myſtery of Faith. 
Heathens courted Truth like a Miſtreſs, with eager Addreſſez 
but could not obtain her : But Chriſtians having obtained her, hays 
treated her as looſe Men do their Wives, with Nauſeating an! 
Contempt, and a wild Deſire after new Embraces; and gueſt. 
onleſs Variety is the pleaſing Bair wherewith Error chu 0 
many Proſelites. Nothing is more Amiable than Truth, bur gen 
(he is Simple, and Unitorm, and always alike; ſhe ca; 
Adminiſter any Thing Novel and Strange, to pleaſe the Mult. 
tude, who admire nothing ſo much as Monſters. He that will 
keepwith her mult be a Man of Flegm, able to endure a conftant 
and fixed Notion of Things; he muſt be Humble, and Content to 
think like other People, and go in the common Track, and with 
the Herd. Whereas Error can gratifie Man's Deſultory Humour 
Wita a Thouſand Modes and Appearances. In this Broad Way. 
he that likes not one Path may tread out a new, and fo become 
Conſpicuous by being Singular, and perhaps arrive to the Inyidi- 
cus Glory of being Maſter of a Set. And then what a. ple 
ling Occaſion ariſes from the Variety of Opinions, for any one 
to Cenfure, Oppoſe and Deſpiſe all others whom he thinks fit; 
_ to trample on venerable Authority, and beat down the Oak with 
the Muſhroom, the DoQtrine of God's Planting, and the Growth 
of Ages, with the Sprout cf a fortuitous and ſudden Thought. 
With ſuch like Infinuations, grateful ro corrupt Nature, has 
_ Error always propagated herſelt, and does at this Day ſpread 
with ſo mach Triumph, that I could not think any Thing more 
Seaſonable than this Advice of St. Paul, To hold the Myſtery e 

Faith in a Pure Conſcience, -- 
The Apoſtle lays down this as one of the Qualifications of 2 
Deacon; but ſuch a Qualification it is, that I need not diſpute it 
to be requiſite to the whole People of Chriſtianity ; and there. 
fore I ſhall treat of the Words in that Extent, and fo they af 
ford us Two General Parts, a Duty, and an Expedient; the 
Duty to hold the Myſtery of Faith, the Expedient or Means 
whereby Faith may beſt be retained in a Good Conſcience, In 
the Duty I ſhall treat of, Firſt, The Neceſſity of Believing 
in General. Secondly, The Particular Object of our Faith, 

what it is. And Thirdly, It's AdjunQ, that it is a Myſtery. 

Firſt, Of the Neceſſity of Believing. e 
TPoraſmuch as God has Created us in order to a Future State, 
and deſigned this Life a meer Inſtitution to another, he has 
vot Endow'd us with the greateſt Excellencies of our Nature bete, 
but only ſure Proportions of them, as are moſt — f 
: 
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Pity, the Condition of our future Happineſs. And therefore 


that Mixture of Ignorance which is now confeſſedly in our 


Minds, may not perhaps be ſo much any pitiable Defect, as a 


Providential Diſpoſition of us to our Duty. The leſs we know, 


the more we are reaſonably obliged to believe; and becauſe of 


mr ſelves we are ſubjeEt to Error, Faith is become not only our 


Duty, but our Refuge; and the ſame Qualification which is necef. 
fary for us to pleaſe God, is as neceſſary to fecure our ſelves 
{rom Impoſture : And that Man has no Security againſt Impo- 
ure, but only Faith, I ſhall not appeal fo far as the many Mon- 
ous Abſardities of the Heathen Worſhip: But we have a de- 
plorable Inſtance of ir nearer Home, which I cannot omit; I mean 
4 Sort of Men, who of a pretended Rational Enquiry into Truth, 
have made this the Reſult. 

Whatever Notices of Chriſtian Duty to God and Man are 


* imprinted in us by Nature, and dednced by Reaſon, theie 
* (they ſay) are obliging, and neceſſary © be obſerved by all 


Men, as their Natural Religion. But as for any poſitive Con- 
ſtitution, or particular Form of Religion, this is meerly Poli. 


ical, and therefore not intrinſickly obliging. Now as to God, 07 


(they fay, ) that Natural Religion preſcribes that we muft by 
Ill Means think worthily, and ſpeak honourably of him; but as 


* ſome have thought Churches Derogatory to the Notion of an 


* Onnipotent Being, ſo Formal Services and Prayers are no Way 
* nece{lary towards him that is Omniſeient; and thus they flide 
into abſolute Prophanenels. l 

As to Second Table Duties, (they ſay,) the Precepts of Na- 
* ture run evidently againſt Injury and Violence; we muſt by no 
Means commit Rapines or Homicides, theſe are unſociable 
Ctimes; but as for all Pleaſurable Enjoyments of our ſelves, 
not mix d with any Malice or Injury to another, there is no 
* Rexſon we ſhould deprive our ſelves of theſe; for ſince we 


cannot conceive God to be a Tyrant, to what End has he gi- 


ven us Defires, but that we ſhould ſatisfie them, and Appe- 
* tites, but that we ſhould indulge them. Thus the Sluces are 


let open to all Senſuality, and promiſcuous Incontinence, and 


Arts of Exceſs, as though Man had larger Faculties given him 
only to improve Brutality; with the hotrid Effects of ſueh de- 
ſerted Kcalbnings as theſe the Age groans, Kingdoms totter, 
and judgment threatens, and there is need ot more than ordinary” 
Pieiy to ſtand in the Gap. The Sum is, that all theſe Pretextures 


f lmpiety are Founded upon the Non - retention of Faith; wh wo 
| B 2 ST Men 


4 The Myſtery of Faith. 
Men held not to the Rule they muſt err; and Errow being 
once admitted, the Proceſs is unlimitable. Bur yet farther Ah. 
ſtracing from the Immoral Conſequences of Infidelity, Faith i; 
neceſſary, abſolutely, and for itſelf, For Faith is not only 3 
Medium to Obedience, but likewiſe a principal Act of obeying 
it, is the Submiſſion of our Underſtandings, and Oblation cf 
o ir Reaſon unto Gad, which he does ſo Indiſpenſably require, 
that wichcut this our whole Will and Affections (though z 
larger Sacrifice ) will not be accepted. It was not the Atteſtz. 
tion of their Doctrine, but of their Faith, for which the Apoſtle: 
were periccuted, and the Martyrs ſhed their Blood, which ther 
might eaxfily have avoided, had they only infiſted on the Mora! | 
 Precepts of their own Diſpenſation: And therefore Corruption of 
Faith, thongh it does not proceed fo far as Corruption of 
Manners, yet it is a Sin fatally pernicious in its own Nature. 
And tho every Heretick be not an Impure Nicolaitan, yet eve 
ry Heretick is to be rejected, becauſe as ſuch (ſays our Apoſtle, 
{ir. 3. 11.) he is lubverted, and ſinneth, being condemned of 
bimſelf,; not as tho every one that is an Heretick were to be 
pertwaded in his Conſcience that he is in the Wrong; for pet. 
haps, after he has indulg'd his Curioſity fo far as to frame a 
Lie, he may be given over to the Deluſion of believing it, but 
therefore condemned of himſelf, becauſe by ſeparating from the 
Foundation, he has prevented the Cenſure, and cut himſelf of 
from the Church. I ſpeak this the rather, becauſe it is mani- 
feſt that the main Adverſaries of the Bleſſed Trinity, the Soci- | 
nians, have mainly Supported and Propagated their Faction by 
their Fair Pretentions to Piety, wherewith many Good-naturd 
Men have been ſo taken, that tho they have not Eſpous d their 
Opinion, yet they have been ſo tavourable as to make Apologies 
for it, from the bare Argument of their honeſt and inoftenlive 
Lives, as tho? Morality were able to Conſecrate Hereſie, and make 
it Orthodox, % 8 
ut thus to have the Perſons in Admiration, whilſt the Do 
Atine is only in Queſtion, is a great Prejudice to Truth, and an 
indirect Way of Undermining it; and if the Argument will hold, 
we may next Apologize for Hicrocles, Porphyry, and Sy mmgcbus, 
who with as Fair Pretences to Piety, and perhaps as great Inte: 
grity, endeavoured to Support the Heathen Worſhip, in Oppoliti 
on to the Chriſtian. I would not derogate from the Commer» 
dation of any, but I would adjuſt and limit them the commen. 


dable Part. If the Socinians are good Men, IJ Reverence 2 
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for it; but certainly they cannot be good Chriſtians, who have 
o groſly perverted the Faith; and to ſhew that they have fo 
gone, will fall in with my next Enquiry, what the true Faith is 
which we are obliged to hold. „ 
What the Apoſtle means by the Myſtery of Faith in my Text 
we may ſee at the 16th Verſe, where he makes this Ehigeuxis 
to the preſent Words. 5 l 

Without Controverſie great it the Myſtery of Gedlineſs: God 
manifeſt in the Fleſh, juſtified by the Spirit, &c. which is plain- 
ly the Myſtery that we now aflert, vis. the Holy Trinity. For 
that the Will of God ſhould be manif-fted by a Man of Flelh. 
(which is the Abſurd and Precarious Socinian Interpretation of | 
this Place,) is no Myſtery at all; but that God himfelf ſhould 
he Incarnate, which is the Character of che Second Perſon, and 
juſtified by the Atteſtation of the Holy Ghoſt, which makes 
up the Sacred Three; this is the Myſtery, and indeed the whole 
Primitive Symbol, of our Chriſtian Faith. For the (-\:"zx1 ) the 
Doctrines of our Baptiſm, wherein rhe Catechumens were in- 
ſtructed, was only an Analyſis of the Baptiſmal Form, and upon 
the Profeſſion that they believed in the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, they were Initiated and Receiv'd into the Pale. 
This being the Primitive Rule as we have Received, ſo we Bap- 
tize. and as we Baptize, ſo we Believe. Now the moſt ſimple 
Notion they hold of this was, that the Father, the Son, and the 
my Ghoſt, were each of them God, aud yet the Godhead was 

ut One. oo 
This was the Doctrine of the Church, ſo well known, that 

Lucian (in Trajan's Reign, ) who took ſo much Notice of Re- 
ligion as to d: de it, could ſay in his Philopatris, © i repo, 
„er S Toje 1/14 vue heb, where he ſpeaks of Faith as 
Explicitely as the Arhana/tan Creed does, when it ſays Trinity 
in Unity, and Unity in Trinity, is to be Worſhipped. 

But to infiſt farther on this Diſcourſe, or to make it pompous, 
with a Train of Authorities to ſo Pious an Auditory would be. 
!mpertinent, to one ſo Learned Nauſeous. I have only ſpoke 
thus much of our Faith in The/7, and drawn as it were the 
traight Line, that we may better judge of the following Prevari- 
cations. 

The moſt fierce Aſſault that ever was made againſt the Chri- 
{tian Faith was in the time of Arius, and the Church did never 
more eminently approve and confirm her Faith than from that. | 

Apoſtacy. The Aſſault was ſ\ufficiently repelled, the * 1 
EE Dected — 
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6 The Myſtery of Faith. 
ejected with Infamy, and their Opinions ſo amply confuted by 
the great Luminaries of that Age, that to attempt any thing 
anew in that K.ind were an abſurd Loſs of Time. But yet there 
are ſome in the World, who tor very Confuſion Sake, and 3 
Hope to make all Men as Unſtable as themſelves, love to infiny- 

ate Scruples and Prejudices againſt the Faith from the Succeſs of 
that Herefie, mon 7 
They argue that a whole World was engaged in it, and thy 
for ſome Decads of Years; that it had ſeveral Councils and 
Learned Writers to abet it; theſe indeed are now all ſuppteſt; 
but whether the Church uſed Foul Play in it, and collu. 
ded to Cheat her own ſelf, that they leave undetermined. 

I thall therefore bricfly recount the Circumſtances of that He. 
relie, when it may poſſibly appear that this Mormo hath nothing 


tfrightful in it, and that the Infinuation is as vain as it is malici- 


ous. We know the Herelie commenced when the Empire firlt 
turn'd Chriſtian, and the mix'd Multitude came into the Church 
meerly with the Stream, and many of the Court (as is maniteft 


by an Afﬀter-experiment, ) took their Religion up, chiefly in . 


Complacence to the Emperor; and 'tis not ſtrarge if the former 
were not well inftrutted in the Faith, that the latter inquired 
into it more out of Curiofity than Devotion. It took rooting 
among a People that were naturally of Subtle Speculations, and 
Fickle Heads; and (as Exſebrus obſerves) at that time wholly 
given up to the Itch of Diſputing. In Alexandria, where diſ- 
contented Arizs firſt ſet up for a Faction, every Street rung with 
Conteſts about the Begotten and Unbegotten, and the raſh Fervours 
of every Juvenile Fancy were ſpent upon that Myſterious Argu- 
ment. Nay, the Philoſophers were brought in as it were to At- 
bitration, and the pretended Chriſtian Cauſe was managed by 
_ Heathen Advocates. SF LEE 
Arias and his Complices were Active and Inſinuating, and 
never delivered their Opinions fincerely, but in ſuch Meaſures 
and Colours as they found proportionable to the Credulity and 
Affections of thoſe they applied themſelves unto. In ſuch a Dit- 
poſition of Things it is no wonder if any Specious Novelty met 
with a Multitude of Retainers. And tho? Conſtantine, ſtuck fim 


to the Foundation, yet in the mean time one of the Heirs to the 


Crown, and the only Fortunate one, Conſtantius was won b 


the Faction, and eaſily managed in his Prejudice againſt he 
Orthodox; and Julian, who ſucceeded him; thought noth ing 


more proper for his Deſigns of reducing Heatheniſm than to fe. 


ment 
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ment theſe Conteſts as much as poſſible. By theſe Aids and 
Means, (under God's Permiſſion, who ſeldom reſiſts ſo impetu- 
ous Miſcarriages,) the Hereſie was ſpread ſo far, and ſupported 
{» long. But then beſides, to call it Arian is an harſh Synec- 
doche; we may better call it Legion, it conſiſted of ſo many 
Sects and Subdiviſions, who both by their Multitude and their 
Malice ſhewed that the Seedfman was the Enemy, the Sower 
of Tares. Philoſtorgius himſelf, then called the Arian Writer, 
yet condemned Ariur, and ſeveral Setts under him, as much as 
we do: Tis confeſt there were Differences among the Sober and 
pious Clergy. but theſe at firſt were almoſt wholly Verbal; for 
| of thoſe that Diſſented in the Council of Nice, none would deny 
Chriſt to be God of God, and very God only, they were dif: 
ouſted at the Novelty of the Word %eso:G». Afterwards in- 
deed, when by the Emperor's Adherence Preferments were diſ- 
| noſed of by the Faction, moſt of the Clergy Degenerated into 
_ falſe, but by no Means the ſame Opinions. For when Chrift 
was once determined to be a Creature, then new Diſputes arofe 
whether he were purely Created «g &x/w, or made of Pre. exi- 
ſtant Matter; then whether his Subſtance were made like unto | 
the Divine, or unlike; and if like, whether ſo, ava)xaxews, or only 
7e9T2w5s, Next concerning his Duration, whether he were from 
Eternity; and if ſo, whether he made the World, or were only 
an vFs;y© in the Work; and finally, whether he took his Be- 
ing purely from the Incarnation; and if fo, whether he were a 
meer Man by ordinary Generation, or elſe Conceived after an 
extraordinary Manner by the Holy Ghoit. 
ach of this ſtrange Farce of Opinions had iis Violent and 
{rreconcileable Aſſerters, all of them Excommunicating and Per- 
1 one another, as eagerly as each of them did the Ortho- 
. = 
And now theſe Circumſances conſidered, let any one judge 
whether Number ought to paſs. for Weight in the Arian Caule? 
Ur whether it be juſtly Cavilable from the Succeſs of that He- 
rche? I think that Truth never gave a greater Inſtance of her 
Prevalency than at that Time, by ſuppreſſing fuch a Monſtrous. 
Supetfetation of Errors, favour'd with all Humane Advantages 
of Growth and Continuance, ſo throughly and ſo vigorouſly as 
lhe then did. After this Storm was blown over, the Church 
bad Moral Hopes that the Doctrine of the Trinity had been 
ſufficientiy Afſerted, and that her Decrees, and the W * 
0 | | Ss uſtry 
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Gvffiry of her Champions had precluded all future Contefts, Ja. 


&2ed there was but One Way left, and that was to renounce their 


Authority, and traverſe the Cauſe to another Bar, and thi; 
SCacinis hit upon, who being reſolved to ſet up his own Scheme 
of Religion, and finding it to Stem againſt the whole Stream 9 
the Ancients, appeals from them, and fixes himicli upon the 
Principle of Liberty of Propheſying, which is (in the Moder 
Senſe ) private Reaſon Interpreting Scripture as it were the 
more Impartially, becauſe freed from the Prejudice of Auth 
Fities. Queſtionleſs Parent never look'd upon her Child with 
more Complacency than Socinus did upon that Sentence of his, 
wherewith he ſalutes the World, and reproaches it, together x 
the beginning of his New Expoſition of St, ohn, Multa junt ro 
fedo in quibus Chriſtianus orbis cecutii & fortaſſe plura quan 
quis vel Credere vel Cigitare poſit, Was it not a Glorious Thing 
thus to ſummon the whole World into Pupillage to prove her 


Blind, and then produce a Collyrium; and to evince it neceſſij 


that all Chriſtendom, after One Thouſand Five Hundred Years 
Profeſſion, muſt now- turn Catechumens to his New Model c 
Faith? Was not this an Enterprize beyond Humane Ambition? 
Surely Socinus had Deify'd himſelf before he Ungodded Chriſt 
I crave a ſhort Licence to examine both his Principle and his 
Hypotheſis. Liberty of Propheſy ing took its Riſe from an oppo: 
fire Miſcarriage in the Church of Rome, which upon an aſſumd 
Intallibility, and forged Traditions, and a very peremptory Way 
of deciding Matters, without either Reaſon or Appeal, had Eftz 
bliſh'd many palpable Errors, ſqme whereof were crept in thio 
Oſcitancy, but more let in to maintain her own Grandeur and 
Pride. Theſe Abuſes the World grew ſenfible of, and was endes. 
vouring to reform them ; but as it is the Nature of many Men to 
love Oppotnion more than Truth, and never to think themſelves 
well but when they are at the greateſt Diſtance with their Adver 
ſary; ſo it fell out then that many made Alterations from on? 
Extream to another, and fo the Errors were not ſo much retom 
ed, as only chang'd for new ones. So becauſe Rome infilting up 
on Authority had played the Falſary, and cor;upted the Fathels, 
to make them ſpeak her Senſe, therefore others muſt proceed iv 
far as to remonſtrate againſt all Authority, and Sencelcl!y cy 
down the Fathers to Contempt. Becauſe Rome had by implicit 
Faith made the World fo Superſtitious as to believe Furies anc 
Hobgoblins, the Caution of others muſt make them fo lncre- 


1 dulous, 


. ͤ £4 aan ww e . pup . „ e wwy wp wry, pon, — 2 —u—EF — 


— ww, — raw CY. 


— 
ngen 


„„ — 22 — — ©3 


A Viſitation Sermon. 9 
dulous, as not to believe either Witches or Spirits. And becauſe 
Rome urg d her own Interpretation of Scripture, and they were 
found too Partial and Unſincere, therefore others muſt ſet up a Li- 
cencious Freedom, for every Man to be an Interpreter, and fo to 
ſhape bis Faith according to his own Senſe , which Principle, if 
taken largely, is not only Irrational, but Villanous. It deſtroys 
all Communion, both Chriſtian and Civil: The wildeſt Here. 
ticks never defired a fairer Allowance than their own Interpreta- 
tions of ve puſh and by that Medium Mabomet himſelf could 
aſſert himſelf to be a Paraclete out of St. Fohn 11. And there- 
fore the Socinians have Circumſcrib'd this Liberty of Interpreting 
to ſuch only as are Studious of Piety and Truth; but have not all 
Hereticks had theſe Pretences? Who in that Caſe is able to diſtin- 
guilh betwixt Pretence and Reality ? So that we are left obnoxious 
to the {ame Confuſion as before. : 

Bat yet, allowing Men to be both Pious and Sincere, and ſuf- 
ficiently inſtructed with all the Aids of Interpretation that can 
be ptetended to, yet what Warrant in all theſe to make ſuch 

new Diſcoveries in Religion, was thers not à Plenary Effuſion of 
the Holy Ghoſt at the firſt great Pentecoſt? Were not the Apo- 
ſtolical Times acquainted with the whole Doctrine of our Pro- 
tefhon, but ſome Reſerves mult be left to the Revelation of Fu- 
ture Ages? May not Clemens, Polycarp and Ignatius, fairly 
pretend to as much Piety, as much Illumination, and as great 
Opportunities of revealing the Mind of God, as Socinus, Smalci us 
and Cre!/itus ? How then comes it to pals that theſe have hit up- 

on Truths, and thoſe (they fay) of the higheſt Moment and 
Importance to Salvation, which yet the former were confeſſedly 
ignorant of ? Indeed the Weight of the Socinian Hyporhefis crum- 
bles its own Foundation, and ſubverts itſeff; for rho' we allow 
that the Scripture admit of various Senſes, yet how is it poſſi- 
ble that there can be Liberty of Interpreting in Matters of Funda- 
mental Faith? Tis granted, that in ſuch Problems of Divinity 
48 are of a more indifferent Concern there may be a Liberty of 
Fropheſy ing, becauſe there is a Liberty of Judgment, Pro or Con. 
And tho one Interpret Rom. 9. to Import an irreſpeQtive Repro- 
bation, another is noty abridg'd from his Freedom of thinking 
that 2 Pet. 3. 9. I an Evidence ſufficient againſt any ſuch 
Decree, But in Matters of Fundamental Belief, where the Ne- 
ceſſity of the Subject determines mine Aſſent to one Side; ſo that 
cannot either give my Aſſent to the contrary, nor yet Suſpend 

it Without Sin, Where there is thus no Liberty of * 
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ho can there poſſibly be a Liberty of Interpretation? Whey 

therefore the Popiſh Fraternity have declared in their Catechiſm 

that their Hypothefis of the Godhead is of ſuch near Concern 10 
Salvation; (nay, ſo far they go there, as to ſay tis no leſs than 
damnable to reject it when propos d,) how can any acquit either 
the Goodneſs of God, or the Veracity of his Promiſe, to lead his 
Church into all Truth, if ſuch Momentovs Truths as theſe were 
latent for ſo many Ages; and a few Novices have now any War: 
rant to ſay, that I am in hazard of Damnation for not believing 

that which Fifteen Centuries counted it the greateſt Impizy u 
believe? Other Hereticks may perhaps have been more Lend 


and Vicious in their Tendencies, but certainly none ever treats. 


themſelves with ſo much Ditterence, or others with ſo much 
Contempt, or God with ſo much Sawcineſs, as the Sccinians hay: 
done. %% , „ 

And what at laſt is this Interpretation which they fo proudly, 


and yet ſo precariouſly, contend for, but an abſurd wreſting t 


Scriptures, without any Mercy either to Grammar or Logick 
"What Fulſome Nonſence do they make of theſe Texts in 
St. John, In the Beginning was the Word, By bim all Things wer: 
made, Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, before Abraham was, I an 


when they are to make out that Chriſt had not actual Exiſtence 


before his Incarnation 2 How ſhametully do they wreſt thok 
other Texts, The Word was God; I and the Father are one, 
when they are to make out Chriſt is not God? Now how mul 
they not needs wreſt every Thing in the Goſpel to make it ſpeak 


the bare Humanity of Chriſt ; which we know St. John wiit 


with Reſpect to the Ebionites, on purpoſe to vindicate his Divi- 
nity? How are they no leſs milerably puzzled to make it out, 
that the Holy Ghoſt, to whom the Scripture everywhere a- 
Lcribes Perſonal Attributes and Operations, calls him plainly God, 
and diſtinguiſhes him abſolutely from the Father, is yet no Per. 
Ion, but only an Operation of the Father? I cannot think of 
their groſs and arrogant Interpretations, but 1 mult thipk withal 
of that moſt applicable Sentence in one of St. Ferom's Epiſtles, 
Attica ſrons Interpretatur ſepe quod neſcit, & cum alus perſua: 
ſerit ſibi ipſi aſurpat ſcientiam. But whatever be their Founds- 
tion, or their Proof, yet {till they ſtick to applaud the Rationality 
of their Hy potheſis. = „„ 
The Trinity (they fay ) was a Monſter, inſomuch that it ſcan- 


dalizd Jews and Turks from coming into our Religion: But 
hat they teach is familiar and inoftentive to every Man's Realon; 


thai 
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that is, they have forg'd a Conſentaneous Komance, and they will 
rather renounce the Church than that. For can we think the 
Socinians could be ſo happy in their Explications as to render 
the ame Doctrine inoftenfive to Unhelievers, which St. Paul, 
with all his Learning, Rhetorick and Inſpirations, could never 
repreſent but as a Stumbling-block and Fooliſhneſs ? Or do we 
not rather think that they were extreamly Complemental to Jews 
2nd Turks, who to join with them, would go out to meet, and 
turn half Way Infidels, that theſe might turn half Way Chriſti- 
ans: If the Rationality of our Faith had been deſigned to Propa- 
gate Chriſtianity, what needed the Energy of Grace? If the De- 
monſtration of 57: could get Proſelites, what needed the Demon- 
tration of the Saints to confound the Wiſdom of this World, to 
| {ubdue Reafonings, and bring Underſtandings into Captivity ? 
therefore 1 {hall leave the Socinians to the Cenſure of Minutizs 
| Felix upon the like Caſe; In icredibili verum in credibili men- 


dalium: The very Credibility of that they offer is an Argument 


of its Falſhood, for Faith is a Myſtery, which is my Third 


= Conſideration. Surely Calvin was in ſuch a Paſſion againſt the 


Schoolmen, that he was reſolved not to ſpeak Scholaſtically 
when he defined Faith by Knowledge, For tho' I may aſſent 
with as ſtrong a Perſwaſion to what | believe, as to what I know, 
becauſe the Teſtimony of God gives us as infallible Aſſurance 
3s any Notices I can draw from the Nature of Things, yet 
to ſpeak properly Knowledge does wholly ſuperſede Faith, 
25 Hope is evacuated in the Fruition; and I need urge no more 

againſt the Definition than this Adjund& in the Text. Faith 
s odjectively a Myſtery, and therefore it cannot be formally 
| Knowledpe ; for a Myſtery is a Thing not known. Now the Caſe 
| 1s Parallel between our Underſtandings and our Eyes, each of 
them have ſome undiſcerned Objects out of their reach, ſome 
beſides them, ſome above them; both to both are Myſteries. 
We ſee not theſe Objects that are plac'd in an Obſcure Light, be- 
cauſe there is a Defect in the Medium; neither ſce we thoſe 
that are veſted with too much Light, becauſe there is a Weak- 
nels in our genlory.. oor able to bear ſuch forcible Impreſſions. 
Tis fo in the Objects of our Underſtandings, ſome Things we 
Know not, for want of being duly informed; ſo Salvation was a 
Myſtery to the Gentiles, but ceas'd to be ſo when it was re- 
veal'd by the Goſpel: But other Things we know nor, purely be- 
cauſe they exceed the Meaſure of our Apprehenſions; they are too 
great for us, And thus Faith is a Myſtery, and ſuch a one as no 

Revelation can ever make it on to be ſo. For while 5 | 
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here we can ſee but in nigmate; till this Mortal hath put on 
Immortality we can know but in Part; and that not for want 
of outward Mediums, but meerly by reafon of the Intrinſick 
Diſpoſition of our Faculties: And therefore, as it has been bold 
and vain, ſo perhaps it has been prejudicial to the Truth to at: 
tempt Rational Evictions, and Symbolical Explications, of theſes 
Sacred Myſteries; for by theſe Means Men only attempt to com 
: 5 the Divine Nature, by putting it under ſome injurious 
iſguiſe; as we are able to ſtare upon the Sun when we hay: 
once watch'd him into a Cloud. God forbad Images to be made 
of himſelf, becauſe it was impoſſible that any ſenlible Repreſen. 
tation could otherwiſe than derogate from him that is Invilihle, 
nor indeed can the Imagery of our Notions derogate lefs from him 
that is incomprehenſible: And fo it happened in the torementicn'd 
Alexandrian Diſputes, when once the Orthodox were decoy'd i 
argue from ſenfible Illuſtrations, and neither the Sun nor the 
Soul were found adequate, to repreſent the Myſtery of the Tri. 
nity; nor Bad, nor Lump, nor any Seminal Ofſpring, to tepte. 
{ent the Eternal Generation, then the Hereticks run them to Abſur- 
dities, and the Cauſe was betray'd by improper Topicks of Defence. 
I am not ſo Inſolent as to Cenſure thoſe much more Wiſe and Pi- 
ous than my ſelf, that have made uſe of theſe Illuſtrations to 
the proper Ends of Piety; I only aim at this, that fallible Ratio- 
cination ſhould not be made the Ground of Faith, whole proper 
Baſis is infallible Teſtimony; and indeed it is no longer Faith 
than it does acquicſce thereon, for when | believe not ſo much 
what is revealed, as what my Reaſon conſigns to be true, I be- 
| Heve nor God for his, but for my own Sake. O Lord, how deef 
are thy Councils? Tet an unteiſe Man doth not well conſider Ibis, 
{ays the Pſalmiſt. We think nothing too deep for our ſhort Plum- 
met to fathom ; we are for comprebending the Aby ſs's of Heaven, 
tho* we underſtand not the Things that are before us. Moſt of the 
Things we ſee ſurpaſs our Knowledpe, ver it is certain we will not 
allow any Thing ſo to do which we do not fee. We argue like 
the perverſe and ſtupid Vraclitet. God ſinote the Stoney Rock iu, 
deed. and the Waters puſhed forth, but can be prepare.a 1 able in 
the Wilderneſs? | GN No 3 ES 
The Exiftence of one Miracle is not able to convince us of the 
Poliibility of another. And tho? God has made the World a 
em of Myſter es to us; ver we cannot permit himſelf to be 
ne. LY. 
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Vain and Abſurd Pretender to Reaſon, reduce thine Enquiries 
homeward, feed, and fate, and baffle, and ſhame thy Curioſity in 
the Nature of thoſe Things thou canſt graſp, yet not comprehend, 
but let the Deity alone. Solve us by what Ligament thy Soul is 
united to thy Body? By what Mediums it communicates with 
it> Or how ſuch a ſimple AQ can have ſuch different Faculties? 
But bring not the Hypoſtatical Union, nor the Awful Three in 


One, under thy incompetent Teſt, If thou only deſireſt ro know 


more of theſe Myſteries, there is no Method but believing them, 
and revering them more. For God giveth Wiſdom unto the Sins 
ple, but Infatuates the Wiſe, the Scribe, and the Diſputer, Ni- 


| colemus (in the Goſpel for this Day) puts the Queſtion, how 


can theſe Things be? He did not deny the Things, he only was 


| cautious in conſenting, (as they pretend Wiſe Men ſhould 


be.) and yet our Saviour calls this flat Infidelity in the follow- 
ing Verſe, you receive not our Witneſs. Where the Matter is of 


Divine Authority, there bare Diſquiſition is Unfaichfulneſs, 
| 3nd Deliberation a Revolt. We have another Example of Mo- 
- diſh Curioſity in St. Thomas, who would not extend his Faith 


beyond Demonſtration, nor believe unleſs he ſaw, bur this Dif- 


|  figence robb'd his Faith of its Bleſſing; and our Saviour in Re- 


proach to him pronounces, Bleſſed are they that have not ſeen, 
jet have believed. For when the Motives of Credibilicy, Intrin- 
lical to the Thing believed, determines my Aſſent, what Vertue 


| can it be to believe? Or how can | think that God would annex 
| fuch great Promiſes to ſuch a jejune Act as this is? And becauſe 
Examples are Inſtructive, pardon me it I alledge one more as an 


Inftance of ſuch a Faith. 
Our Saviour ſays ro Martha, John 11. Whoſoever liveth and 
elieveth in me ſhall never die; belicveſt thou me? It was a puz- 
ling Queſtion when his Friend Lazarus was juſt now Dead; but 
it was wilcly anſwered, Yea, Lord, I believe that thou art Chriſt, 
tbe Son of God, Implying thus much of Logick, that tho the 
Things we believe tranſcend our particular Reaſon, yet Omnipo- 
tence is an Univerſal Reaſon for all we believe. 
And thus I have done with the Duty, I come in one 
Word to the Expedient, à good Covicience; Faith and 


4 good Conſcience are 1eparable in the Subject, and there- 


tore in tae Firſt Chapter of this Epiſtle we find them pro- 
pos'd diltintly, as Two Duties, holding Faith and a Good 
Conſcience; but when one is ſeparated, the other is never ſteady 
nor ſecute, and therefore in the Text they are propoſed together. 
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One only as the Duty, the other as a Means to it, holding Faith 
in a Good Conſcience. The ſame Apoſtle tells us there muſt 
be Herefies ; not that there is any Fatal Neceſſity of it from God's 


Deſtination, but there is a Moral Neceſſity of them from Man's 
Corruption. For as long as there are Vicious PraQices in the 


World there muſt be Errors; it being a Prone and Natural Con. 


ſequence, that Vice ſhould deprave the Judgment, and the Fumes 


of a boyling Heart ſhould affect the Head with Giddineſs and 


Deliriums. And indeed conſidering that Faith is a Principle of 
Action, and the Rule of Conſcience, it is even as impoſſible for 

a Man to live ill, and believe well, as it is for our Will to em. 
| brace and cloſe with an apparent Miſchief. Nor is it any Ar. 
gument againſt this Aſſertion, that there are many Perſons that 


live lewdly Debauch'd, but nevertheleſs have been Bred up in tbe 


true Faith, and were never yet known to have ſwerved from ir; 


for the Reaſon why ſuch Men believe not amiſs, is becauſe they 


do not actually believe at all: The Habit is dormant in them, 
and their Lives are but like a long Ind iſcurſive Dream, which to 
continue, Wine ſupplies Vapours, and the Harlot ſows Pillows, 


and they make the Diverſions of to Day the Tame as Yeſterday, 
and if poſſible more abundant, on purpoſe to ſecure themſelves _ 


From ſober thinking. Now theſe Men have no Erroneous Thoughts 


of God, becauſe (as the Pſalmiſt fays) God is not in all ſbeir 
Tpougbis; but let us ſuppoſe them once to exert their Faith into 
Act, and conſider what it is they believe, they muſt neceſſarily 
come to one of theſe Iſſues, either they muſt think that God is 


ſuch a one as themſelves, (I. e.) to frame unworthy Apprehen- 
{tons of him, or elſe to ſay in their Hearts here zs no Gd; either 
to corrupt their Faith, or elſe wholly to renounce it; for the No- 


tices of Cd and Evil are fo fairly Imprinted in our Minds, and 


the Practice of them ſo ſtrongly guarded with the Conſcquent 


Hope and Fear, as no Conſcience is ſo hardy as to fin without 


all Pretence: Nor can any Man bear the Shame of his Guilt 


without ſome Fig- leaves to ſew before it. And therefore they 


that Sin without any Reflection at all, are forc'd to bribe the Cla- 


mours of Sober Reaſon, either with ſuch Pretences as thele, that 
God does not take ſuch Cognizance of our Actions, or is not 10 
much concern'd at them, or that his Mercy will not ſuffer him io 


be juſt, or at leaſt his Juſtice will not ſufter him to be ſo ſevere, 35 


to puniſh Temporal Guilt with Eternal Pains; or finally, that the | 


whole Debt of Sin was diſchargcd by a Sponſor, and fo we have 
nothing to take care of but a bare Reliance upon that Diſcharge, 


which 
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which are all groſs Corruptions of Faith. And if theſe will not 
ſerve their Turn, they ſtill leave ſomething upon the Mind: They 
take the laſt ſhelter in Profeſſed Atheiſm, where both the Fear 1 
and its Object are flung off together, and the Awe of Conſcience 21 
obviated, and the Terrour of future Judgment precluded, by a 
perſwaſion that all is a Cheat. Indeed the Difficulty is how I 
Men can come to perſwade themſelves of a Thing ſo impoſſible ; A 
how they can come to believe that there is no common Saviour, 
but what may they not believe who employ all their Faculties 
| and Powers to cheat themſelves? Or rather what may they not be- 
lieve whom God gives up to Deluſion, whom he deſerts more 
| than he did Nebuchadnez gar, when he believed himſelf to be a 
| Belt, That this is true de facto there needs not my Endeavours to 
prove, they are prevented ; every Cottage almoit aftords ſome that 
have perverted, and almoſt every Palace ſome that have renoun- 
ced the Faith. It is the Buſineſs of our common Piety to deplore 
| them, of our Prayers to obſtruct them, and of our Lives, not our 
| Harangues, to confute them. 5 55 
| To this Good End may the moſt Exemplary Piety of our Gra- 
cious Sovereign, her Princely and Unparallell'd Bounty to us ot 
the Clergy, her great Defire of Peace and Union, make us all Pro- 
ect, not only for the Purity, but likewiſe the Peace of the- 
Church. Let us lay aſide our Unhappy Diviſions, and Scandalous 
Denominations; let them not be ſo much as named amongſt _ 
us as we are Chriſtians, but much more as we are Clergy - 
men. . e 
And to this Good End let us humbly and earneſtly Invoke the 
Father of Lights to Illuminate our Minds, That we may in this 
our Day underſtand the Things that belong to our Peace, before 
they are hid from our Eyes; but that anſwering the Purpoſe of 
our Holy Calling, walking as Children of the Light, we may 
preterve that Orthodox Chriſtian Church, to which our Diviſi- 
ons portend nothing but Ruin and Defolation. And by this Means | 
ue (hall ſecure to our ſelves the Aſſiſtance of God's Spirit, and 


” Light of his Countenance here, and a Glorious Reward here- 
after. by od 5 


May the Bleſſing of the Holy Trinity, Coeternal and Coequat, 

Ihe Grace of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, the Love of God the 
Father, and the Communication of the Holy Ghoſt, be with 
as all, now, and for ever. Amen, 
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